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Marketing Order Hearings 


A five-man subcommittee of the 
Senate Committee on Agriculture 
and Forestry will conduct hearings 
next week on S. 2173, which would 
authorize the Secretary of Agricul- 
ture to issue marketing orders de- 
signed to control the production, 
sale and use of citrus fruits for 
canning. 

The subcommittee’s schedule pro- 
vides for testimony Monday and 
Tuesday by witnesses from Florida; 
on Wednesday by farm organiza- 
tions and the Department of Agri- 
culture; and on Thursday by the 
Canners League of Florida. 

The subcommittee consists of 
Senators Capper (Kan.), Aiken 
(Vt.), Young (N. D.), Hoey (N. 
C.), and Pepper (Fla.). 


The Association's Division of Statistics 
this week released 1947 pack reports on 
five canned commodities. These reports 
showed a total of 3,495,041 cases of beets, 
and 860,249 cases of carrots packed in 
1947; a canned apple pack totaling 2,242,- 
168 cases last year compared with 3,301,454 
cases in 1946; 5,991,602 cases of canned 
applesauce in 1947 compared with 8,- 
839,844 the year before; 1,180,769 cases 
of canned apple juice in 1947 compared 
with 3,524,282 in 1946; and 89,899,681 
dozens of canned baby foods in 1947 com- 
pared with 120,193,252 dozens in 1946. 
Details of these 1947 canned food packs, 
with comparisons, will be published in 
next week's INFORMATION LETTER. 


The Veterans Administration has an- 
nounced it will invite bids in its program 
of canned fruit and vegetable procurement 
within the next two weeks, buying on an 
f.o.b. basis. Details on page 141. 


Building Fund Payments 

As the INrorMATION Lxrrun went to press, 
265 Association members had made pay- 
ments to the Building Fund totaling $103,- 
381.98. An additional $15,650.75 has been 
pledged as a balance due under the op- 
tional 3-year payment plan. 


Tin Control Is Extended 


An extension of Executive authority to allocate tin and other scarce 
materials through May 31, 1948, as proposed in Senate amendments 
to H. R. 5391, was voted by the House on February 26. The Presi- 
dent signed the measure into Public Law 427 on February 28. The 
three-months extension was voted so as to prolong the authority 
for existing controls while Congress studies the need for another 
long-term extension. 


With approval of the temporary extension of allocation authority, 
the Commerce Department issued Direction 10 to Conservation 
Order M-81, under which no more tin is to be allocated for the 
manufacture of tin plate during 1948 than was used during 1947. 
Direction 10 does not impose any can size limitations or plate speci- 
fications on containers for food. (See INFORMATION LETTER for 
January 17, page 20, and for February 7, page 113.) The House 
Committee on Banking (See Tin Control Is Extended, page 140) 


Marshall Plan Legislation Would Permit Use of Canned Foods 


Legislation providing Marshall Plan aid for Europe, on which the 
Senate began debate this week, would grant the Administrator of 
the aid program wide authority in determining the essentiality of 
goods needed in Europe, and contains no express limitation on the 
purchase of canned foods for the program. The report on the bill, 
S. 2022, states that “in general, the total food requirements of the 
participating countries for the first 15-month period are well above 
the probable total availabilities,” and that during the same period, 
“no export of the types of meat consumed in the United States are 
planned.” 


Canned Fruits and Juices Featured in National Magazine 


Two articles about canned foods are presented by Food Editor 
Myrna Johnston in the March issue of Better Homes and Gardens. 
Last month Mrs. Johnston featured canned vegetables in her article 
entitled “Know Your Canned Vegetables.” (See February 14 
INFORMATION LETTER, page 122.) This month the articles are 
devoted to canned fruits and juices, and are entitled “One Can of 
Fruit,” and “Cooking with Canned Juices,” respectively. 


The fruit article starts with a full-color page showing appetite- 
tempting foods made from canned fruits. The next page is devoted 
to interesting menus and suggestions under the following headings: 
“Just a Little Fussy,” “You’ve Asked Company to Dinner,” “When 
the Girls See This!“, “Simple Supper—Fancy Dessert,” and “Sun- 
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day-best Dinner.” Recipes for the 
foods are given on two additional 
pages of the magazine. 

The second article, “Cooking with 
Canned Juices” occupies two more 
pages and suggests a variety of excel- 
lent ways to use canned juices. Alto- 
gether 11 special ways to enhance 
meals by the use of canned juices are 
given; each illustrated with a photo- 
graph. 


STATISTICS 


USDA Meat Production Report 


Meat production under Federal in- 
spection for the week ended February 
28 totaled 272 million pounds, accord- 
ing to the U. S. Department of Agri- 
culture. There was a small increase 
over last week in the slaughter of 
cattle and calves but a continuation of 
the downward trend in hog and sheep 
slaughter. Production was 3 percent 
above the 265 million pounds last week 
but 14 percent below the 315 million 
pounds recorded for the corresponding 
week of last year. 


January 1 Distributor Stocks 
Decrease 20% from Last Year 


Wholesale distributors’ stocks, in- 
cluding those in warehouses of retail 
food chains, of 28 canned food com- 
modities totaled 69 million cases on 
January 1, 1948, a decrease of 20 per- 
cent from the 86 million cases on hand 
as of January 1, 1947. 

Results of this year-end survey, con- 
ducted in cooperation with the De- 
partment of Agriculture under the 
Research and Marketing Act of 1946, 
are based upon reports submitted to 
the Bureau of the Census by ware- 
houses of retail food chains and by 
a sample of food wholesalers. 

Stocks of 14 vegetables in whole- 
salers’ hands on January 1, 1948, to- 
taled 43.0 million cases, off 20 per- 
cent from the same date of 1947, when 
they totaled 53.9 million cases. Nine 
fruits showed an average increase 
of 5 percent (from 15.5 to 16.2 mil- 
lion cases) over the same comparative 
period, while five juices decreased 42 
percent (from 16.1 to 9.4 million 
cases). 

Stocks, with can size detail, of 
canned fruits, vegetables, and juices, 
and shipments, with comparisons, are 
presented in the two tables on this 
page, broken down by commodities and 
reported in thousands of actual cases: 


Table 1. Twenty-eight Canned Food Commodities 
STOCKS OF WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTORS (INCLUDING WAREHOUSES OF RETAIL FOOD CHAINS) 


January 1, 1948 by Can —— 


Commodity Smaller No. No. No. Jan. 1, 

than No. 2 2 2% 10 Other Total 1947 

1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 

FOURTEEN VEGETANLES: cases cases cases cases cases cases cases 
Beans, green and wax. 78 2,836 262 ea 3,741 6,403 
463 9 9,261 9,047 
690 10 9,889 13,590 
331 4.801 1,332 1,046 13 7,525 6,400 
r 266 531 15 103 920 «61,301 
103 615 1 781 385 
273 125 201 1 1,389 2,600" 
Pumpkin and squash............... 44 100 698 185 bike 1.027 1,410 
13 123 579 8 1 814 1,631 
˙œ 26 440 358 135 1 940 1,997 
Tomato cateup and chili aue 3,043 224 4 487 460 3,804 3, 00 
Tomato pulp and pure aus 103 260 558 9 1,337 1,800 
vis 28 81 1 1,087 2,190 
8,706 25,026 3,638 4,926 98 42,004 938 

NINE FRUITS: 

174 61 1,056 404 2 1,767 2,608 
F a8 83 1, 323 203 5 2,442 1,357 
Z 925 221 4,349 1,190 7 6, 701 5,434 
445 149 171 4 905 85 
Apples and crab apples 70 285 56 591 12 1.014 1,624 
658 16 144 912 1,633 
12 ... 171 2 652 643" 
62 132 147 370 503 
2.448 2,418 8,176 3,165 32 16,230 15,406 

Cc * Smaller Vo. Na. No. Jan. | 

han No.2 2 3Cyl 10 Other ‘Total 1947 
242 2,016 1,774 464 338 14.834 8,917 
21 740 97 1.7% 3,144 
˙⸗Ü3Ü˙ chews 32 628 655 17 73 1.406 2.242 
Citrus blend. 5 280 160 700 1.201 
]— 10 385 218 23 29 665 311 
310 4.301 3,676 548 570 9, 405 16, 103 
1 11,464 32,345 11,814 8,630 4, 370% 68,638 85,539 


~ NOTE: This is a special year-end report covering 14 canned food items in addition to the 14 principal 
items regularly covered each month. Preliminary figures for the 14 principal items were issued on January 


31 (see INFORMATION LeTTen, February 7). 


Includes fruit cocktail, fruits for salads, mixed fruits (except citrus). 


Includes 3,676,000 cases No. 3 cyl. fruit juices. 
Includes vegetable juice com- 


binations containing at least 70 percent tomato juice. 


Table 2. Eleven Canned Food Commodities 


COMBINED WHOLESALE AND PACKER STOCKS JANUARY 1, 1947 AND 1948 AND SHIPMENTS 
FOR THE YEARS 1947 AND 1946 


Wholesale and packer 


Commodity stocks 

1047 

1,000 

cases 
18, 426 
23,284 
1,804 
„ „ „ „ „ „„ 3,760 
Cherplen, COUP... 721 

93,341 


Revised. 


Wholesale and packer 
January 1 1047 combined shipments 
1048 Pack 1947 1946 
1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 
cases cases cases cases 
17,833 27,572 28, 165 31,647 
27,840 33, 906 20,440 35, 858 
16, 081 23, 087 17,543 18, 707 
3,016 3,885 4,008 
3, 188 3,262 3,834 9,576 
4,013 9, 876 8,114 9, 388 
12,005 10,074 15, 032 17,9014 
3,007 5,815 5,002 5, 856 
881 2. 307 2, 287 3,652 
487 643 850 1,868 
17,341 16, 880 18, 456 24,024 
107,211 147,418 133, 548 164, 388 


SOURCE: Pack and packer stocks of mixed fruite—Canners’ League of California; January 1, 1947 


packer stocks other cherries 
ciation. 1 Includes fruit cocktail, fruits for salads, 


mixed fruits (except citrus). * Includes 


juice combinations containing at least 70 percent tomato juice. 


cherries — Bureau of the Census; balance of packer data—National Canners Asso- 


vegetable 
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Canned Fruit, Vegetable Stocks 


The following tables, which were 
compiled from recent reports issued 
by the N.C.A.’s Division of Statistics, 
compare canner stocks of canned 
carrots, and ‘beets, on January 1, 1948 
with January 1, 1947, and canned 
apples and applesauce on February 1, 
1948 with 1947 packs of these items. 


The complete reports on these 
canned foods have been mailed by 
the Association to all canners packing 
these items. 


Figures used in the compilation of 
fruit stocks for the States of Wash- 
ington and Oregon were obtained from 
the Northwest Canners Association. 
Also, the figures shown for stocks of 
apples and applesauce on February 1, 
1947, were obtained from the U. 8. 
Department of Commerce. Since this 
is the first stock report on canned 
apples and applesauce issued by the 
Association, it is not possible to show 
shipment comparisons, 


Stocks of Canned Carrots 
Jan. 1, 1047 Jan. 1, 1048 
Actual ( 


Cases 
178,613 77,053 
543, 197 318,848 
1,641. 12 834,762 
Stocks of Canned Beets 
Jan. 1, 1947 Jan. 1, 1048 
A Cases 
nen 1,448, 674 683,761 
M- Wes. 1,524,500 1,330,620 
728, 492,018 
3,702,134 2,506,300 
Stocks of Canned Applesauce 
Feb. 1, 1048 
1947 Canner 
Btate Pack Stocks 
Actual Cases 
2,240,068 1,304,036 
Maryland, Pennay 
and Virginia 3,407,913 2,378,586 
Other States 343, 621 272,612 
Footed Bio 5,901,602 3,955,234 
Stocks of Canned Apples 
Feb. 1, 1048 
1047 Canner 
Stato Pack Stocks 
Actual Cases 
otis 743,300 387,562 
Maryland, Pennsylvania, 
and Virginia. 1,215,205 687, 983 
Other States 283,573 305,612 
2,242,168 1,471,157 
Including Michigan, Washington, and Oregon 
shown separately on the pack. 


Canned Food Exports and Imports—1946 and 1947 Totals 


Calendar Year, 1946 
Pounds 


Cod, haddock, lake, pollock, cusk......... 


—„— 97ũ—2—᷑ꝛ : 


3333333333 


—ͤ— 


* 


9,749, 237 
91,211,016 


51,358,751 
85,727,590 
844, 450 
3,377,042 
18, 574,792 


Value 


— 

— — 

88888 88288 


83835 
88 


Calendar Year, 1947 


Pounds Value 
48,531,084 $10,461,605 
12, 320,722 4, 326, 481 
4,312, 222 1,701,831 

14, 410, 806 , 069, 
7,142, 287 2,979, 802 
10, 336, 047 3,204,175 
109,870,927 24,610,468 
14, 204, 940 3, 340, 578 
13, 307, 081 1,484,461 
9,456,773 1,030, 316 
39, 100, 584 3,038,075 
15, 603, 971 2,614,786 
11,706,273 1,233,034 
19, 609, 605 2,760,043 
8, 284, 552 746, 896 
13, 378, 321 2,471,034 
55,020,787 5,874,455 
108,152,814 20,932,624 


61,574,070 10,745,285 
, 638, 13, 000, 300 
16,444,497 2,454,621 


27,548,080 6,826,131 
1,635, 283 1, 534, 158 
184,722 

384, 869 

274,545 

387,952 

19, 102 

489, 985 

826,765 

735,345 

58,647,843 7,223,026 
21,510,315 3, 779, 474 


21,301,703 3,878,561 
34,494,910 6,082,962 
3,426, 156 602, 136 
863, 870 822,745 
4,386,383 1,954,320 
5,342,063 7,120,353 
5,080,606 3,687,799 
28,703,851 8,750,133 
2,918, 007 832, 
3,412 740 
15,810,306 5,932,280 
2,621,919 2,027,030 
6,352,888 3,308,364 
8,936,117 2,243,245 
157, 069 126,785 
1,213,026 1,445,639 
235,102 68, 736 
18, 920, 007 1. 707, 879 
289, 833 57,143 
242,798 48, 992 
54,510,452 6,875,070 


139 
— 
Exports 
7 r 858, 190, 403 $246, 
0 Beef, corned, Gt. 160,086,088 44, 
80,188,058 82, 
47 Sausage, bologna, franks, etc.............. 57,772,280 18, 
90 
Vegetables, totdluUUu 212, 208, 980 10, 
+4 De 9, 532, 805 2, 
— Beans, baked and with pork.............. 7,505,214 
33 5, 645, 437 
10 — 2, 
31 — ̃ 2, 
25 . 1, 
90 6,607,615 1, 
P Other vegetables and juices.............. 38,908,570 5, 
es Condensed 00,786,782 18, 
Evaporated . 026,265,931 110, 472,700,408 64,061,911 
— Fish: 
34 12, 880, 899 
22 Sardines 13, 360, 340 
24 520, 441 4, 588,071 711,845 
3 Other fish, except shelifish................ 3, 189, 155 
Shellfish: 
03 „ 150, 008 142, 993 
— Other J, 70, 60% 4,419,070 
Fruits, toll 190,402,460 10, O47, 404 
7 1.348, 435 108, 921 
1 2,664 537 
42 2,800,572 509, 152 
01 D .. 3, 403, 235 434, 488 
11 Peaches 3,473,710 
ve 7,865,006 1,181,986 
05 ˙²˙ ͤͤ⁰ůd:öb]ʃ— 2,581,271 
Fruit salad and cocktail.................. 26,806,332 4,220,450 
30 e re 2, 238, 100 329, 408 
ipal Fruit juices a (in gallons): 
lary Pineapple 676, 461 556, 410 
eed. 10, 504,330 4,766,416 
— 5,404,003 4,899,631 
Other it) 5,516, 872 4, 608, 230 
Imports 
Meat: 
NTS 033, 084 
= Milk. condensed and evaporated............ 633, 827 58, 658 
Fish: 
Packed in oil: 
Anchovies 3, 986, 301 2,076, 845 
Other ich 5, 443, 553 2, 382,158 
Other fieh not in Ot. 16,117,666 4, 348, 205 
Shellfish: 
Clams and oysters... 254, 056 163, 788 
Lobster 2, 432,025 3.868, 579 
Vegetables: 
4,084, 381 1, 588, 130 
Tomato paste and aue 810, 648 79, 965 
Other vegetables «11,604,088 347, 272 
Fruit: 
Pineapple, 39, 329, 000 5, 410, 200 
| (a) Including concentrates. NOTE: These statistics compiled by the Association's Division of Statistics 
from the foreign trade figures of the Bureau of Census, U. 8. Department of Commerce, 


Infotmation Letter 


FISHERIES 


State Department Announces 
Meetings on Fishery Treaty 


Anticipating that negotiations with 
Mexico on a fishery treaty will com- 
mence in the next few months, the 
Department of State has arranged 
conferences with interested industry 
representatives, State Conservation 
Department officials, and representa- 
tives of labor from States bordering 
the Gulf of Mexico to take place in 
the Monteleone Hotel, New Orleans, 
La., March 12 and 13. 

The Fisheries and Wildlife Branch 
of the State Department has been 
working on the proposed treaty to 
cover the fisheries of both the Gulf of 
Mexico and the Pacific, and during 
the course of preparation has consulted 
with representatives of the Pacific 
Coast fishing industry a number of 
times, the last conference having taken 
place last September. The Depart- 
ment also consulted with representa- 
tives of the fishing industry of the 
Gulf about a year ago. 

Chas. R. Carry, Director of the As- 
sociation’s Fishery Products Division, 
who leaves March 9 to visit shrimp 
and oyster canneries in the Biloxi- 
New Orleans, and the Houma-Morgan 
City areas, will attend the conference. 
On his trip Mr. Carry also will 
make arrangements for the collection 
of samples of canned shrimp to be in- 
cluded in the essential amino acids 
study on canned fishery products 
now being conducted as a part of the 
N.C.A.-C.M.I. Nutrition Program. 


Canada Asks Port Privileges 


The U. S. Department of State an- 
nounces it is considering the request 
of the Canadian Government for ex- 
tension to Canadian halibut fishing 
vessels of port privileges in Alaska 
such as were extended during the war 
under the authority of the Second 
War Powers Act. Canada has ex- 
tended these privileges to American 
halibut vessels for a number of years 
although the privileges of our ports 
have been denied to Canadian vessels 
except under the authority of the 
War Powers legislation. 


Congressional action is necessary 
before the Department can comply 
with the Canadian request and the 
Department of State is formulating 
its position with regard to the neces- 
sary legislation. 


Information Letter Binders 
Are for Sale at Cost Price 


A supply of INFORMATION 
Lerrer binders is now available 
and will be furnished to mem- 
bers on request at a charge of 
$1.85. The $1.35 covers cost 
plus postage. Please address all 
requests for binders to Informa- 
tion Division, National Canners 
Association, 1739 H Street, 
N. W., Washington 6, D. C. 


Pack of Anchovies, Mackerel 
and Squid for California 


Figures released by the California 
Sardine Products Institute this week, 
report that 544 cases, I-Ib. ovals and 
talls (519 cases) and 8-oz. 48’s (25 
cases), of anchovies were packed in 
California during January. 

The Institute also reported that 
during January, 139,595 cases of 1-lb. 
talls (118,877 cases), %-lb. 48’s (3,399 
cases), %-lb. 96’s (1,613 cases), and 
miscellaneous sizes (15,706 cases) of 
canned mackerel were packed, and in 
addition, 29,702 cases of 1-lb squid 
were packed in California. 


STANDARDS 


Sweet Pepper Standards 


The U. S. Department of Agricul- 
ture has promulgated United States 
standards for sweet peppers for proc- 
essing, effective March 22. Copies of 
the new standards may be obtained 
from the Fruit and Vegetable Branch, 
U. 8. Department of Agriculture, 
Washington 25, D. C. 


TIN CONTROL is EXTENDED 
(Coneluded from page 137) 


and Currency is continuing its hear- 
ings on a long-term extension of con- 
trol authority. Hans A. Eggerss, 
president of Continental Can Co., Inc., 
testified again on February 26 in op- 
position to any further controls over 
tin. The Senate Committee on Bank- 
ing and Currency previously has re- 
ported S. 1807, extending controls 
through June 30, 1949. 

The Commerce Department an- 
nounced on February 27 an export 
quota of 112,000 net tons of tin plate 
for the second quarter of 1948. 


CONGRESS 


— 


Marketing Orders 

A companion bill to S. 2173, which 
would authorize the Secretary of Agri- 
culture to issue marketing orders de- 
signed to control the production, sale 
and use of citrus fruits for canning, 
was introduced in the House on March 
3 by Representative Hope (Kan.). 
Hearings on S. 2173 will begin next 
week, as reported on page 137. 


Trade Agreements Act Extended 

President Truman on March 1 sent 
a message to Congress requesting a 
three-year extension of the Reciproce! 
Trade Agreements Act which expires 
June 12. Representative Doughton 
(N. C.) immediately introduced H. J. 
Res. 335 carrying out the President's 
recommendations. 

The Reciprocal Trade Agreements 
Act authorizes the President to name 
a commission to enter into reciprocal 
trade agreements containing tariff 
concessions in return for concessions 
granted by other nations. 


Would Ease Export Licensing Law 

The House Select Committee on 
Small Business on March 1 recom- 
mended the prompt enactment of H. R. 
5470, to repeal provisions of P. L. 395, 
80th Congress, which authorize the 
Commerce Department to use price 
criteria in the licensing of exports. 
The licensing program began March 1. 


Surplus Foods for Relief Program 
The Senate Agriculture Committee 
on March 4 recommended enactment 
of S. J. Res. 187, to utilize “section 32 
funds” for exportation of surplus 
agricultural commodities under the 
foreign aid program. 


Reorganization Plan No. 1 
The Senate Labor Committee on 
March 4 recommended that the Senate 
concur in H. Con. Res. 131, 
disapproval of the President's Re- 
organization Plan No. 1 of 1948. 


Meyer Reports on Progress 
of Research, Marketing Act 


E. A. Meyer, Administrator of the 
Research and Marketing Act (Public 
Law 783), on March 3 issued a report 
of progress under the Act. 

Mr. Meyer stated that the nine mil- 
lion dollars appropriated for the cur- 
rent fiscal year was allocated as 
follows: 

Two and a half million dollars as 
direct grants to the State experiment 
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stations for all ty of State or co- 
operative onal research; 3 mil- 
lion to the U. 8. Department of 
Agriculture for research on new and 
wiler uses of agricultural products; 
1% million to the USDA for coopera- 
tive research with the States on agri- 
cultural research other than new and 
wider uses; and 2 million to the USDA 
for developing a better and more effi- 
cient system for distributing and 
marketing agricultural commodities. 

Further in his report Mr. Meyer 
stated that from a commodity stand- 
point the various fields of work have 
been grouped as follows: 

Cotton and cottonseed; dairying; 
fats and oils crops; field crops, in- 
cluding grain, feeds, seeds, rice, and 
dry beans and peas; forest — 7 
fruits and vegetables; livestock; 

ultry; sugar; tobacco; and wool. 
2 addition, a number of projects are 
of a cross-commodity nature—storage, 
transportation, packing, foreign trade 
—for example. 

Summaries of all the work being 
done by the USDA in each of these 
fields under the Research ond Market- 
ing Act are being prepared and will 
soon be available upon request to the 
office of Information, U. 8. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, Washington 25, 
D. C., it was stated. 


RAW PRODUCTS PUBLICATIONS 


New “Research Notes” Issued 


The Raw Products Bureau has 
available for distribution to members 
upon request a new mimeographed 
publication, “Raw Products Research 
Notes,” which is intended to acquaint 
canners with some of the research 
now being conducted on many aspects 
of crop production that might not 
come to their attention through other 
sources. The material in “Research 
Notes” has been abstracted from bul- 
letins and circulars of State and Fed- 
eral experiment stations and from 
trade publications and scientific jour- 
nals not in general circulation among 
canners, Some editorial comment on 
the application of the information to 
the canning industry is included. 


Members desiring to receive copies 
of “Raw Products Research Notes” 
should direct their requests to the Raw 
Products Bureau, National Canners 
Association, 1739 H St., N. W., Wash- 
ington, D. C. 


New Bulletin on Lima Beans 


A comprehensive bulletin entitled 
“Effect of Variety, Maturity, and Can- 
ning Procedures on Quality and Nu- 
tritive Value of Lima Beans” by A. 
Kramer of the Maryland Experiment 
Station and H. R. Smith of the Asso- 
ciation’s Laboratory staff has just 
been published by the Maryland Ex- 
periment Station. The objectives of 
the study were (1) to develop objective 
methods of measuring quality factors 
of raw and canned lima beans, (2) to 
study differences in quality between 
Henderson Bush and some of the new 
varieties, (3) to study the relation of 
yield to quality, (4) to study the rela- 
tion of quality factors to nutritive 
value, and (5) to study the effect of 
canning procedures on quality and nu- 
tritive value. 


A copy of the bulletin, No. A-47, 
may be obtained from the Maryland 
Experiment Station at College Park, 
Maryland. 


PROCUREMENT 


VA Announces It Will Invite 
Bids on Canned Foods 


Invitations to bid, calling for a total 
procurement of 1,356,616 cans of 
canned fruits and vegetables for the 
Veterans Administration will be sent 
canners within the next two weeks, 
that agency has advised the Associa- 
tion. The VA also informed the N.C.A. 
that it is already in the market for 
10,000 dozen cans of No. 1 oval, vege- 
table oil packed sardines, and that 
invitations to bid will continue to be 
accepted on this item. 


All canned food items purchased by 
the Veterans Administration will be 
bought on an f.o.b. canning plant 
basis. Further information concern- 
ing the VA’s requirements can be ob- 
tained by writing the Chief, Procure- 
ment Division, Veterans Administra- 
tion, Attention: Subsistence Unit, 
Washington 25, D. C. 

The table at right shows commodi- 
ties that will be required for the VA 
procurement program expressed in 
number of cans, along with the speci- 
fication numbers, can sizes, and the 
quantity for each procurement depot: 


Estimated Depot Requirements of Canned Fruits and Vegetables 


Specification Can 
Size 


Commodity Number 
Apples, sliced, heavy-pack, 
Fancy, Grade K.. 2 A 6116 No. 10 


Beans, snap, cut, Type I, 
Extra Standard, Grade B. JJJ-B-151a No. 10 
Carrots, sliced or diced, 


Standard, Grade C...... JJC 76a No, 10 
light sweet, water- 
packed, diabetic........ Z-C-30la No. 2 


Corn, cream style, white, 
Standard 


Corn, whole grain style, 
Golden, Style II. Extra 


Standard, Grade B...... N-C-S0la No. 10 
Fruit salad, water-pack 

T-VA-S-2006 No. 2 
Grapes, 

son's, Fane T-VA-8- 2002 No. 10 
Juice, Grape, Type II. 

„Grade B........ 28 681 No. 10 
Juice, Pineapple.......... T-VA-8-2007 No. 10 
„ Tomato, Fancy, 

Grade A... JJJ-T-576 No. 10 
Peas, puree, Type D....... T-VA-8-2015 No. 10 
Pineapple, sliced, sirup 

packed, Style I, Fancy, 

2 P 331 No. 10 
Pineapple, 

packed, Z-P-351b No. 2 
Pineapple, tid-bits, Style II. 

Choice, Grade .. Z-P-351b No. 10 
Plums (purple or 

Gage) Type I 1 

Choice (Grade B)....... Z-P-491 No. 10 
Potatoes, sweet, 

Fancy, Grade A......... No. 24 


Sauerkraut, Fancy, Grade A JJJ-8-71a No, 10 
Strawberries, water-packed, 
T VAS 2001 No. 2 


Hines, Somerville, Montgomery, Wilmington, 
Ill. N. J. Ala. Calif. 
Cans Cana Cans Cana 
11,400 
27,200 37, 200 15,000 12,000 
30,000 36,000 42,000 12,000 
6,000 7,200 8, 400 2,400 
14,000 16, 800 19, 600 5. 600 
30,000 36,000 42,000 8. 120 
7,000 10, 000 8,000 5,000 
7,200 8,436 7,200 7,200 
21,000 35,000 21,000 13,000 
18, 000 21,000 18, 000 13,000 
6,000 12,000 6,600 6,000 


24,000 20, 800 33. 600 9,600 
60, 000 72,000 84,000 24,000 

22, % % %eͤ 
13. 000 17, 200 16, 400 
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information Letter 


LABELING 


N. C. A. LABEL PROGRAM CITED 


By Dr. Briggs, Prominent Educator, 
in Address at Boston 


Dr. Thomas H. Briggs, widely 
known in educational circles, men- 
tioned the N.C.A. labeling program 
in an address sponsored by the Better 
Business Committee of the Boston 
Advertising Club on March 2. Dr. 
Briggs’ speech dealt with a program 
of cooperation between education and 
business. 


As a member of the faculty of 
Teachers College, Columbia Univer- 
sity, for 30 years, Dr. Briggs has 
become a national figure in education. 
For the past several years he has 
devoted the major portion of his time 
to the field of consumer education as 
Director of the Consumer Education 
Study of the National Association of 
Secondary School Principals. 


Actual Use on Labels 


He cited the labeling program of 
the N. C. A. as one voluntary attempt 
of business to serve consumers, but 
warned that the program would be 
of little value unless it came into 
actual use on labels. Portions of 
Dr. Briggs’ address follow: 


“Separation of consumers and busi- 
ness into two camps, each suspicious 
of the other’s intentions and integrity, 
is bad for our economy. Often it 
results in positions so extreme that 
they are untenable and also in a 
failure by each side to understand 
and to accept what the other has to 
offer in the way of a practicable plan. 
Far better for all concerned if common 
problems are frankly faced, if perti- 
nent facts are objectively found, and 
if proposed solutions considered un- 
emotionally and given a fair trial. 


“Here is an illustration of one con- 
flict which in its beginning seemed 
likely to cause unnecessary bad feel- 
ing and even legislation that would 
have resulted in requirements im- 
racticable of enforcement and there- 
ore satisfactory to nobody. Repre- 
sentatives of the consumer movement 
recognized the handicap under which 
shoppers are when s are sealed 
in a can, which while insuring steril- 
ity, effectually prevents inspection. 
And they were irritated by the labels 
on some cans which claimed much 
and told little definitely about the 
contents. Consequently they advo- 
cated a law to require compulsory 
grade labeling. 


“Their irritation was justifiable, 
their intentions were good, but prac- 


tically their proposal was impossible. 
No single index can satiafactorily 
characterize a can of vegetables any 
more than it can a wife. One woman 
may be grade A in looks, grade B 
in companionableness, gr C in 
housekeeping efficiency, grade D in 
health, grade E in conversation, and 
so on and so on—in the 8 ent of 
one single man, while in t udgment 
of another the attributed grades would 
assuredly be different. me people 
prefer mature peas to very young 
ones, some like firmness of texture, 
some like tenderness, some have a 
taste that others dislike. What single 
label designation could possibly reflect 
everybody's likes? 


“But recognizing that consumers 
had a just complaint and being con- 
vinced that it is good business to tell 
a shopper what she wants to know, 
the National Canners Association ap- 
pointed a Labeling Committee to pro- 
pose something that would be not 
only satisfactory but also practicably 
workable. After long consideration 
this committee proposed a series 
label phrases as self-explanatory as 
it is possible to make them about 
quality as well as quantity of the con- 
tents of the can. Each label phrase 
is defined or standardized in meaning 
by objective measurement. All the 
labeling phrases were adopted only 
after careful study, often supported 
by the opinion of many representa- 
tive housewives. These recommenda- 
tions should be, and doubtless will be 
revised if experience shows that they 


do not help purchasers to get what 
they want. t present they are be- 
ing given use by numerous leading 
canners. 

“There is no legal compulsion for 
canners to use this proposed labeling 
nor is there any legal compulsion for 
the housewife to take advantage of it. 
But enlightened self-interest is likely 
to convince both canners and shoppers 
that they are well worth continuance. 
Only the inefficient, ignorant, or care- 

urchaser will fail to read such 
a label and to be influenced by it; 
and only the canner who wishes to 
cover up his product in some respect 
is likely to fail to give such impor- 
tant information and to continue to 
use a label that is intended to attract 
only by gaudy colors and by all-but- 
meaningless general terms. If con- 
sumers are sincere in their demand 
for informative labeling, they will re- 
ject maverick uch rejection 
speaks as loudly as legislation. 

“This illustration of intelligent, 
extra-legal cooperation of consumers 
and of business manifests what is 
ideal in a democracy. Unless we em- 
phasize voluntary agreements to pro- 
mote common interests, disaster lies 
ahead. But mere verbal approval of 
proposed solutions of problems is not 
enough. Both sides must be intelli- 

nt enough to put their proposals 
nto active practice and persistently 
to use the solutions arrived at by 
cooperative understandings and 
ments and to bring influence to 
on others to use them.” 
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